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Historical
Reminiscences

Mohave County Since its
Organization to Date.

An Old Yet New Mining Field

Upon the formation of the Territory
of Arizona it was divided into four
political divisions Mohave, Yavapai,
Yutna and Pima. Mohave, amon the
divisions, ai considered the most iso-

lated, having the great California and
Nevada deserts on its westernmost bor-

ders and situated among hostile tribes
of Inliaas. T.iis first reord tiled in
the county was on the first day of
March, 18U5, nearly 48 years ago, al-

though many had braved the sandy
wastes and the hostile Indians to reach
the rich quartz and gravel mines that
were believed to exist in the mountains
and ravines cf this terra incognito
; e rs before that time.

In and around the present great gold
camps of San Francisco district the
first troops to be stationed at old Fort
Mohave prospected for gold and some
of the most daring of them all ventur
ed out to the Oerb-its- , where afterward
S.icrameiito district was formed, em-

bracing the present W.tllapai district.
Here the hardy prospector found veins
rich in gold and silver, and the reoort
of the rich finds found its echo in a big
rush from Nevada and California". In-

dian hostilities b e iking out many of
tne first loci tors deserted the mines
and returned to their former homes.
In 1871 there was another influx of
prs jet tots and the town of Mineral
Park was founded, and there the cen-

ter of population clustered around that
rich basin. It was an ideal place, the
lulls and basin bhing covered by a
great growth of cedar and pines and
excellent water being found under the
towering mountain peak now known as
Sherum's Peak.

The first county seal had been estab-
lished at Hardy ville, but only a few
t?rras of court were held there, the
1. I'. DeForest Porter being district
j iid ire at the time. After the seat of
government had been removed to Cer-b- at

that camp became a populous min-

ing center, but within a few years the
county seat was removed to Miueral
Park, where it remained .until after
the building of the Atlantic fc Pacific
railroad through the county, when it
was removed to Kingman in 1885. Re-

garding the vote on the removal of tiie
county seat from Cerbat to Mineral
Park, the old timer relates the story
nat the old camp of Cedar polled
three votes in favor of Mineral Park
and the returns were sent to the county
seal in a Preston & Merrill yeast pow-

der can. When they arrived at Cerbat
the vote had risen to forty, which gave
the Park the majority necessary to re-

move the county's capital to that place.
T.iis was alwiys referred to by the old
miner to show the rising capacity of
this brand of yeast powder.

As the Indians became more peace-

able the whites threw out their cordon
of prospectors into the mountains and
soon rich discoveries were made in the
Wallapais and other sections of the
county. Owing to the fact that all
ores had to be hauled to the Colorado
river, thence by boat to San Francisco,
and around the Horn to Swansea,
Wales, the pioneer miner had a long
wait for returns and an expensive
charge against his ore. The surface
ores were fouud to be very rich, but
when water was encountered all the
mines had to be either abandoned or
equipped with machinery, and as only
the small companies of men that came
in with the necessary means to equip
the properties many of the best mines
were allowed to lie idle many years.
Puring these early days ores were
shipped from the old Planet, now
owned by a Kansas City company, and
situated on Bill Williams Fork, the
Keystone, Metallic Accident, Rattle-
snake, and Lone Star, at Mineral Park;
the Independance and Kmpire, at
Chloride, the American Flag and
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iimeiupe, itauuijui muuuiaiu, iuiu
the Kimble in Owens district. Some
of the surface ores of the Moos was
shipped to San Francisco and it is al-

leged that it milled nearly (0,000$ to
the ton. This mine is now under
option to the Ruth Mining company,
in San Francisco district.

With the advent of the railroad
many of the old mines began oper-

ations and for years from ."500 to 7 0

tons of ore were shipped to the smelt-

ers through the local every
month. The general average of the
ore was 244 ounces sliver ana ounces
gold besides a small amount of copper
and lead. Silver finally depreciated
in value to such an extent that the
miners and leasers believed that it
could not be made to pay and gradual
ly the mining uf silver in the county
was abandoned, until at the piesent
time there is not a silver mine in any
of the districts of the county under
operation, although some of the mines
are being operated for their lead and
zinc content, the gold and silver con-

tent being a
Among the many old mines that

were heavy producers of the white
and yellow metals we may mention
the following productions:

Wallapai district: Cupel, 500.000$:
Sixty three, 500.000$: Oro Plata (gold
and silver) 500,000$; C. O. D., 1.000,-000- $:

Lone Star, 151.000$: Keystone.
300,000$; Cerbat. (gold)lOO.O 0$; Metal-
lic Accident, 200,000$; Empire, 100,.

000$; Minnesota-Connor- , 400,0 0$:
Prince George. 200.000$; Banuer 2 0.
0003; Nisrhthawk, 150,000$; Tennessee,
150,000$; Golden Gem, 400,00)2; Flores.
200.000$; Chami ion, 75,0005; New Lon
don, 50.000$; Independence, .0,000$:
Tuckahoe, 50,000$; Samoan. 15 ,000$;
Lucky Boy, 150.000$; Rural and Joseph-
ine. 200,000$; Prosperity, 75.000$; Gol
conda. about 800.000$ in lead, zi c,
srold aUd sitVerrSnTiO. " U

Queen Bee, 50,000$; All ther mines
close to 1,000,000$. Prospe ty 75. 00$:
Alpha, 50,003$. Lilt e Chi f 50, )D5.

Owen District, -- M C- - c en. .,000,-OO0S:

Kimble 50,000$.
Cedar District: Arnold roup. 125,-000- 3;

San Francisco, 150,000 ; Copper
World and Antler, 75,000$, copper.

Maynard: American Flag. 400,0003:
Antelope. 50,0003; Jonatha . and Etta,
50.0003.

Music mountain: Elle Jane
BurKe, 30,000$; Thompson u ines,

75,000$.

Peacock district: Hackberry, r;

Crescent, 50,000?.
Indian Secret: White Eills group,

1,000.000$.

Gold Basin district: Eldorado 75,- -

000$; O. K. 30,00.1$; Cycbpic 75,000$
Bentley district: Grand Gulch 200,- -

030$ copper; Hidden Spring. 30,000$.
Weaver district: Gold Bug 100,000$:

Weaver 00,000$.
Chemehuevis distri i: Old placers

and mines, about 75.0003.

Greenwood district: This district
produced largely of tungsten ores but
at one time was a producer of gold.
the Burro and Greenwo d mi es being
situated in this range, k own geo
graphically as the Aquarius range
(water range)

San Francisco district: This was
one of the first districts explored in
Mohave county even when it was part
of New Mexico, and it wa I ere that
the first gold was found, the gulches
west of the old Moss and along the
north bank of Silver Creek yielding
some revenue to the early gold miner.
The Moss, after its discovery by John
ny Moss, a government scout, yielded
many hundreds of thousands of dollars.
A mill was erected at old Hardyville
and the ores were hauled nine miles
to that place, where they were milled.
After the first company had extracted
the very richest of the ores the prop-

erty was virtually abandoned. Later
Capt. Dablgren e ected a small mill
on the Colorado river and milled
several hundred tons o' the ore. The
average of his mill run was 32$, but
owing to the high cost of haulage and
luel it was found unprofitable at the
time. About the same time the Le-lan- d

and Mitchell mines were discover-
ed and yielded some good ore. The
attraction of the rich silver ores of the
other camps drew the miners from

that field until the demonetization of
silver, when again irold mining be
came attractive and prospecting was
carried oi rather extensively in the
San Francisco and other districts of
the Blue Ridge range. After the dis
covery of the Gold Road mine by
Jeres there was a rush into that sec
tion and all the old mining properties
soon had new owners. Since its dis-

covery the Gold Hoid mine is said to
have yielded in bullion nearly if not
quite 4,000,000$; the Tom Reed, 2,500:
000$; the Vivian, 50.000$; Leland, i;

Ruth, 30,000$; Moss, 200,000$.

There is now under development in
the district many raining properties
that have not arrived at the producing
stage. Among these are the Boundary
Cone, Vivian, the new Leland, Negiect- -

ed, Hercules, Iowa, Treasure Key, Har- -

dv. Ho nestead. Moss, and a number of
others that will probably be brought
in within the year.

Great Gorge of Diamond Canyon,
one mile above it junction with the
Colorado river, . twenty-on- e miles
north of Peach Springs, One of the
greatest scenic wonders of tbe Grand
Canyon of the Colorado.

The Tom Reed, Gold Road and Ruth
are now the only mines in the district,
or rather the south end of the district,
that are producing, the Frisco Mines
& Power company, beicg the only pro-
ducer in the north end. These four
properties have milling plants and are
capable of turning out a large monthly
b.r of bullion. The Gold Road is pro-
ducing at the rate of about 80,0003
monthly, the Tom Reed, 70,000, the
Ruth 15,000$ and the Frisco 15,000$.
When the other mines come in tl.e
district will be one of the largest pro
ducers of gold bullion on the coast, and
with the introduction of cheaper pow-
er the big veins of lower grade ores
might be made profitable.

In the Wallapai district a number of
mines are now producing. Hie ores
are base, carrying galena, copper, zinc,
and other metals, besides gold and
silver. Among these is the Tennes-
see, where a big shaft has been sunk
to the 700 level and the vein cut at
that depth. Shipments are being sent
to the company's smelter at Needles,
about forty tons going out daily.
This ore is heavy lead, carrying fairly
good values in gold and silver. The
mine is owned and operated by the
Needles Mining & Smelting company,
a subsidiary company of the United
Slates Smelting, Refining & Mining
company. This same big corporation
is the owner of the Banner, at Stock- -

lon Hill, where a deep shaft has been
sunk, and whence an aerial tram con-

veys the ores to the big bins in the
level plain at the foot of the mountain.
This mine has been shipping from
thirty to fifty tons daily the past six or
eight months, the ore averaging about ;

35-- per ton in gold, silver and lead. I

The same parent corporation owns the ;

Gold Road mines, holding them under:
the name of the Gold Road Mines com
pany--

Itis the advent of this big corpor.itioni

mines of the this
belt that all big copper

Mexico, and
situated. the
deposition of copper

in localities, but gold and

that has attracted manv investors, ver- - And yet the mines this county
though it was the big output of ores have 001 been more lhan scratched
that attracted this corporation in the ovep- - the deepest shaft being not more

first instance. The company has been lh:,n " feet elow the collar.
getting good results from its invest-- ! To the prospector it offers a field

ments and it is orobable that it will rich in possibilities. Only to a small
extent have the various districts beenget in deeper. The company is one of

the largest mining corporations in the prospected over, leaving miles of vii- -
United States, having properties in Pin mountain yet to be searched over
many of the states and the Republic for its treasures of gold and silver.
of Mexico. Its management is the AloD th" mountain ranges have been

best that good judgment and money found float rock ricn 5n tf0,d and
can get, and its investments in Mohave the veins "hence it came never
county were made only after thorough having been found. The Cerbat range
investigation of the properties. has many such places, while there are

. .,1 lost mines throughout the other partsPossibly there is no the
. of the county loo numerous to mention.face of the earth where there is a ... . ..... . .. ,

greater diversity of minerals than in i

Mohave county. Every range of
mountains has its peculiarity of
mineral deposition, although the Wal- -

lapa's and Cerbats are much alike in
the genera) character of its minerals,
the Wallapais being exceptional only
in itc nr-o- c nf Inmrcfon 'i n d mnlvhron.
ite. Every part of the Cei bat range. '

from the volcanic cliffs surrounding i

Kingman on the soutli to the rocky j

gorge Boulder Canyon of the Colo- -

rado river on the north, is gridironed
with veins bearing gold, silver, cop-

per, lead, zinc, antimony, arsenic,
leau tungstaie, oitr oouies or enrorae i

world. It is in great
the mines of

Arizona, Nevada are
Through Mohave county

is not as general
as the other

si- - or

sil- -

ver

region on r.
L

of

silver appear to predominate to a
marked degree. Millions in gold and
silver have been produced in this
great belt in the past twenty years in
Arizona and Mohave county has been
one of the most persistent producers

f them " especially in gold and sil- -

uui asiae irom tne possioiiuy oi unu- -

ing the rich pockets that gave off the
Uoat found years ago, there are un
doubtedly more veins to discover than
have ever been found. Miles and
miles of the Wallapai mountains have
never been trod by the foot of a hu- -
mnn bpimr nd the north nnrt nf thft
Blue Ridge is practically an unknown
region. And throughout the region

.
prospecting can be carried on all ear
around without hindrance from eath--

er conditions.

An Omission.

jjjgr, week the MINER published a
iron, and other minerals, and the review of the new officers and in doing
same is true or the Wallapais. Along so failed to mention one of the most
the Blue Prfd the-gre.- it ra.ige- - important of lhi office:" of the- - county
bordering the east bank of the Colo- - the County Superintendent of
rado river, the minerals are confined j Schools. Charles Metcalfe is the new
to gold, silver and copper, with here I officer. Mr. Metcalfe has been idenli-an- d

there small strata of lead. The Bed with educational matters during
Aquarius mountains bear gold, silver, his life since early manhood and is in
some copper tungsten, and bismuth. ' every way qualified for the position.
The Peacock range, a detached part j it js safe to S3y ii,at during his ad-o- f

the Aquarius, carries gold, silver j ministration of the office the school
and lead. The Grand Wash cliffs, system of the county will be bettered
known locally as Music mountains, j anlj extended. It will be his ambition
carries gold, silver and copper. In to build up high schools wherever pos-th-e

north part of the county these sible and establish a more extensive
same cliffs carry high values in copper SySlera 0f public schools throughout
with some gold and silver. the raining camps and rural districts.

Three great chains of mountains tra-jti,- ai every child may have the bene-ver- se

the county from north to south, flt r a public school education.
the mineralization being general from
the valleys on the west to the valleys How to cure a cold is a question in
on the east. These great chains of which many are interested just now.
mountains are in the great mineral Chamberlain's Cough Remedy has won

belt that has been mapped by the geo- - jits great reputation and immense sale
logical survey of the United States, by its remarkable cure of colds. It can
which extends from AlasKa to Mexico, always he depended upon. For sa e
and in which is situated the greatest by all dealers.

PRICES
CREAM

BMPowder

Is a protection and guarantee
against alum vhich is found in
the low priced baking powders.

To be on the safe side when buying
baking powder, examine the label and
take only a brand shown to be made

from Cream of Tartar.


